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Felicity has not had the chance to
reprise her stunning first

| Pperformance, at the age of 4, as

a rabbit and feels now that it will
never happen.

# More sedate roles have followed,
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Sally moved 1o Bletchingley
six years ago and joined
Bh‘lcfﬁngleyPlayen in 2000

| since when she has enjoyed

Toles in six productions. When
she s not in a play, Sally runs for
charity, works on a project for
children with special needs at a
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New status as a firsttime aunty,
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i , Barbara appeared in
Anybody for Murder and Waiting
in the thsaaweludirecﬂng
Arthur's Big Day and Caramba's
Revenge. She had a role in Stee|
Magnolias once before with
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Emma escaped from Weston-
Super-Mare to go to London and
find her fortune through training
s an actorl She has worked on
stage, TV & film and favourile
leading roles have been in

Pygmalion, The King & land

Abigail’s Party. She is delighte
to again join Bletchingley Players™
for such an exciting production.

L.iz has enjoyed several parts
since joining the players eight
years ago. She last appeared in
Caramba’s Revenge; and has
twice directed Player’s
Productions — On Golden Pond
and Pygmaiion. Liz has been
involved with several groups over
many years, including Croydon
Stagers, and at the Miller Centre,

Two years ago Susan played
sharp-tongued Irish harridan —

| and now plays a sharp-tongued
| southern American. "How

significant is this?” she asks,
“Could it be type-casting?”

But Susan says it is great to be
back on stage with her old friend” ™
and to have a producer who
tenifies her only a little.

Steel Ma
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~~and Fish’n’Chip Supper

October 20th, 21t & 22nd 2005

House manager
Bar manager
Box office

A fish'n’chip supper will be served during the interval .

Thank you to afl our other helpers... front of house and bar staff
. and other
behind the scenes helpers who all contribute fo the success of the evening.

Sue Walker
Renate Butler
Sue Walker

 Steel Magnolias
Bletchingley Players

Reviewed by
Tony Flook

I'LIKE the idea of theafre combined with a supper
evening — what an excellent chance to meet
friends, eat and be entertained all at one time. But
if the theatre element is to be given a chance to
take its proper place, then the play must be
carefully chosen. Two one-act pleces are ideal
and even a frivolous comedy or farce would fit in.
Not, though, something like Steel Magnolias,
which not only Is worth close attention from the
audience (not always easy after a satisfying plate
of fish and chips) but which suffers loss of
impetus due to the inevitably long break.
Bletchingley Players compounded this disruption
with a prolonged raffle in a second interval. A pity,
because director John Tomlin and his team had
put a great deal of effort into their preduction of
Robert Harling's play, which is, by tum,
humoarous, tragic and uplifting.

The action s set in Truvy's beauty salon - the
hub of a small town in Louisiana ~ where wealthy
women come to be pampered, exchange gossip
and gently poke fun at each other. Cyril Mighall’s
set design created the location with care,
complete with basin, working tap and hairdryer.
Local halir studio, Streaks Ahead, had lcaned
much of the paraphemnalia expectsd in a
halrdresser's and this was subtly but noticeably
moved around as it would be over the two-and-a-
half years spanned by the story. The only
significant technical problem was that the off-
stage dog barking was too loud and abrupt and,
in combination with gunshats, drowned out
several lines at the end of one scene.

Emma Davey acted with feeling in her role of
Shelby, the strong-willed young bride. The way in
which she lost control during a diabetic attack
looked and sounded particularly realistic and
there was also sincerity in her sometimes loving,
sometimes fractious relationship with her mother,
played with understanding by Liz Tomlin.

It was less easy to bellave in Clairee, porirayed  final,
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Truvy (Felicity Lund) working on M'Lynn
(Liz Tomlin)

by Barbara Saunders. Although she held her
accent well (as did the rest of the cast), she did
not fully project the image of the weaithy, it
unpretentious, leading citizen.

Felicity Lund showed authority as Truvy - in
many ways the pivot of the group. Annelle (Sally
Harling) had the right, dowdy appearance when
she was taken on as the new assistant who had
escaped from a disastrous marriage but would
surely have developed her sense of dress and,
mare important, of hair style under Truvy's
guidance.

Susan Sarti maintained Quiser's baitleaxe
expression and sour outlock right until she
softened, if only slightly and realistically, in the
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Streaks Ahead

v
Ladies and Glentlemans Hair Studio

ORGANIC COLOURS AND PERMS
CREATIVE CUTS

COLOURING A SPECIALITY
HIGHLIGHTS / LOWLIGHTS
INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE

HAIR EXTENSIONS

CHILDREN'S CUTS

BARBERING

SENIOR CITIZEN RATES — Wednesday

01883 744467

Telephone for an appointment

BEAUTY THERAPIST NOW AVAILABLE

92 High Street, Bletchingley

PROGRAMME 50 pence




- Blletchingley Plagers
would like to thank...

... Lesley and Christine of Streaks Ahead for their
invaluable help and advice during this production.

We would also like to thank Lesley for loaning us so
many items for the set.

Our next production will be on
4th, 5th & 6th May, 2006.
Watch out for further details.

Are you on our mailing list?

If you would like to receive advance notice of our
productions and a booking form, please fill in the details
below and hand the coupon to any member of the Players.

Alternatively post it to our Secretary:  Jenny Barnett
Church Cottage
Church Lane
Bletchingley
There is no charge for this service.

Please add my name to your mailing list

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

ndia Villag

TANDOORI RESTAURANT AND TAKE AWAY
Fully licensed & Air Conditioned

“Imagine a tranquil restaurant with a sublime taste and style in a relaxing and
comfortable atmosphere. Add to this the
inspiration of the finest Indian cuisine and you have
been transported to the INDIA VILLAGE”

Please Book in advance We cater for parties

Every Sunday inside or outside
Buffet Lunch special offer available
12.00 — 3.00pm for all parties

FREE HOME DELIVERY on orders over £12,
10% DISCOUNT on collection order over £12
We accept

cmmq-mup}»%;-;u.mavn
Present this programme to obtain a 15% discount
on your next order

- TELEPHONE —
01883 740511 or 01883 740411 o

SHOP 2 CONEYBURY
BLETCHINGLEY I H
SURREY RH1 4PP

Opening Hours: Open 7 days a week F 4§
including Bank Holidays -
12.00 — 2.00pm & 5.30 — 11.00pm

Delivery within 5 miles radius 4
For example: Bletchingley, Nutfield, South Nutfield, Godstone, South
Godstone, Oxted, Blindley Heath, Home, Merstham, Redhill, Reigate, §
Caterham.

PLEASE RING FOR CONFIRMATION




“POSH CHOCS” & BEST WISHES

Belgian and Hand Made Chocolates
Morning Coffee ¢ Afternoon Tea ¢ Greetings Cards
Gift Wrap ¢ Napkins
Function Catering by Request

“POSH CHOCS”
25 High Street
Bletchingley
Surrey RH1 4PB
Tel: 01883 743931
Mon — Sat 10.00am — 5.30pm

Also at: JOYCE’S with BEST WISHES, 30 High Street, Lingfield, Surrey RH7 6AA
Tel: 01342 832428. Mon — Sat 9.30am — 5.30pm

e

46 High Street
Bletchingley
Surrey

* NEWSAGENTS e STATIONERS o
* TOBACCONISTS ¢ CONFECTIONERY ¢ TOYS ¢ GIFTS o
* HABERDASHERY o
* DRY CLEANING o
* CHEMIST’S SUNDRIES «
* SUB POST OFFICE ¢ ESSENTIAL GROCERIES AND
FROZEN FOODS

&
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Bletchingley Players — formerly BADS, Bletchingley

Amateur Dramatic Society — have been entertaining
villagers for more than 40 years — staging a wide range
of productions from farce to serious drama and evenings
of comedy and entertainment.

We acquired the former ATC/Scout Hut on Grange
Meadow, Bletchingley some four years ago and it is
there that we store our props and scenery, and where
we rehearse our productions.

It is a sad fact of life that vandalism in the village is
running at a high level and uncontrolled. In recent
months the roof has been severely damaged, the hut
itself has been daubed with grafitti, and the hooligan
element has caused damage which has run into
thousands of pounds.

It is our normal custom to support local charities from
the raffles at our performances, and over the years we
have donated thousands of pounds to these
organisations. We are sure, however, that our patrons
will understand that we have to finance the repairs
ourselves. So, for this production, the funds raised from
our raffles will go towards the repairs to the Hut. Thank
you for your support.




Setting:Truvy Jones’ beauty shop in Chinquapin, Louisiana

Act1: Scene1: April
Scene 2:  December

Act2: Scene 1. June - eighteen months later
Scene 2:  November

Emma escaped from Weston-
super-Mare {0 go to London and
performance, at the age of 4, as y find her fortune through training
a rabbit and feels now that it will -~ as an actor! She has worked on
never happen. PY | stage. TV & film and favourite
More sedate roles have followed, leading roles have been in

Felicity has not had the chance to
reprise her stunning first

both in comedy and straight k) Pygmalion, The King & I and
drama, as well as forays into Abigail's Party. She is delighted
Al directing. to again join Bletchingley Players
felicity fund emma davey for such an exciting production.

Sally moved to Bletchingley

six years ago and joined
Bletchingley Players in 2000
since when she has enjoyed
roles in six productions. When
she is not in a play, Sally runs for
charity, works on a project for
children with special needs at a
Redhill school and enjoys her
sally harling ~ "eW Satus as a frsttme aunty. fiz gomfin

Liz has enjoyed several parts
since joining the players eight
years ago. She last appeared in
Caramba’s Revenge; and has
twice directed Player's
productions — On Golden Pond
and Pygmalion. Liz has been
involved with several groups over
many years, including Croydon
Stagers, and at the Miller Centre

Two years ago Susan played
sharp-tongued lrish harridan —
and now plays a sharp-tongued
southern American. *How
significant is this?" she asks.
“Could it be type-casting?”

But Susan says it is great to be
back on stage with her old friends
and to have a producer who
terrifies her only a lttle.

Amember of Bletchingley Players
since 2002, and the current
chairman, Barbara appeared in
Anybody for Murder and Waiting
in the Wings as well as directing
Arthur's Big Day and Caramba’s
Revenge. She had a role in Steel
Magnolias once before with
another amateur group.

barbara saunders susan sarti

A fish'n'chip supper will be served during the interval .

House manager Sue Walker
Bar manager Renate Butler
Box office Sue Walker

Thank you to all our other helpers... front of house and bar staff and other
behind the scenes helpers who all contribute to the success of the evening.

by Robert Harling

Cast in order of appearance

Truvy Jones
Annelle Dupuy-Desoto
Clairee Belcher

ty Lund
Sally Harling
Barbara Saunders

Shelby Eatenton-Latcherie Emma Davey
M’Lynn Eatenton Liz Tomlin
Ouiser Boudreaux Susan Sarti

John Tomiin has directed and produced a number of
plays for Bletchingley Players, including The Odd

Couple (female version), After September, Late of
this Address and Last of the Red Hot Lovers.

He has also appeared in several productions which
include Blythe Spirit and On Golden Pond.

rector

T john tomfin

Director’s note: The action of this play is set in Louisiana, in and around the area recently
devastated by Hurricane Katrina. | have decided to stay true to Robert Harling’s original script
which mentions places like Baton Rouge and New Orleans. This in no way lessens the feelings of
sympathy and sorrow that I, or my fellow Players, have for the great loss and tragedy in that area

John Tomlin

PRODUCTION TEAM

< PRODUCTION Al BTANCE

§ LIGHTING & SOUND PROPERTIES

g ~ peter shore — jenny barnert
® sev consTrueTion | Conminurry
R ~ jofi gent ~ clicen shore
& ~ jeremy find
2 ey bain




— Millers

pub & restaurant

2 High Street, Bletchingley RH1 4PE
Telephone: 01883 743711
Fax: 01883 740598

T
Howard Cundey & Company

www.home-sale.uk

OLD FORGE, HIGH STREET, BLETCHINGLEY
01883 743400

We are a great pub,
as well as a stylish
& contemporary

Why not take advantage of this fantastic offer! restaurant, the
Estate Ager.lt.\‘ and Valuers R Choose any two dishes with ' perfect place to eat,
established in Bletchingley Village since 1977 2 for £10 for just £10 i

drink, unwind and

= ] k
open 7 days a wee relax!

CONEYBURY . ik
Pocket full of posies - ¢
CONVENIENCE STORE 5 o

1 Coneybury, Bletchingley Weddings, Party styling, Corporate vases, Fusterals, %

Tel: 01883 745061 Traditional and contemporary gift bouquets,
OPEN 7 DAYS 6am — 1opm Wedding favours and accessories
Jewellery, gifts and cards
OFF-LICENCE — GROCERIES Castle House
NEWSAGENT Castle Square
Bletchingle
FRUIT AND VEGETABLES Suriey R‘H? 4Y_B

Tel/Fax 01883 744100
Email: info@packetfullofposies.co.uk

Proprietor: Mr Shan

8 9




APHRODITE BRIDES /gg//))

Aphrodite Brides is pleased to offer a selection of
beautiful gowns from a range of top designens
Whether you're looking for something chic, classic or
aquirky, we pride ourselves on offering a helpful and
attentive sevvice in a friendly, unhurried atmosphere

Please call for an appointment.

86 High Street, Bletchingley, Surrey RHi 4PA
Tel: 01883 743203

Email: helen@aphrodite-brides.co.uk

Website: https//www.aphrodite-brides.co.uk

Travel, Safari, Cruise
and Beach Clothing

TRAVELLING
LIGHT

Come and visit our Bletchingley shop
Everything for men and women
visiting hot countries...

Smart, comfortable clothes made in England
from best quality fabrics.

30 High Street, Bletchingley
Telephone 01883 743456

PREVIEW

AUCTIONEERS LIMITED
NEXT AUCTION

25TH, 26TH & 27TH OcToBER 2005
21sT, 22ND & 23RrRD OcToBER 2005
Norfolk House, 80 High Street, Bletchingley, Surrey RH1 4PA

Tel: 01883 743323

www.lawrencesbletchingley.co.uk

THEORY AND PRACTICAL
TRAINING

& KEYS

LJ

N TO SUCCESS

INTENSIVE COURSES
MOTORWAY LESSONS
& MOCK TEST AVAILABLE

AUTOMATICTUITION
JEREMY LUND
DOTADI. - MIAM
01883 743276
07778 274691
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Steel Magnolias
Bletchingley Players

Reviewed by
Tony Flook

| LIKE the idea of theatre combined with a supper
evening - what an excellent chance to meet
friends, eat and be entertained all at one time. But
if the theatre element is to be given a chance to
take its proper place, then the play must be
carefully chosen. Two one-act pieces are ideal
and even a frivolous comedy or farce would fit in.
Not, though, something like Steel Magnolias,
which not only is worth close attention from the
audience (not always easy after a satisfying plate
of fish and chips) but which suffers loss of
impetus due to the inevitably long break.
Bletchingley Players compounded this disruption
with a prolonged raffle in a second interval. A pity,
because director John Tomlin and his team had
put a great deal of effort into their production of
Robert Harling’s play, which is, by turn,
humorous, tragic and uplifting.

The action is set in Truvy’s be: salon - the
hub of a small town in Louisiana - where wealthy
women come to be pampered, exchange gossip
and gently poke fun at each other. Cyril Mighall’s
set design created the location with care,
complete with basin, working tap and hairdryer.
Local hair studio, Streaks Ahead, had loaned
much of the paraphernalia expected in a
hairdresser’s and this was subtly but noticeably
moved around as it would be over the two-and-a-
half years spanned by the story. The only
significant technical problem was that the off-
stage dog barking was too loud and abrupt and,
in combination with gunshots, drowned out
several lines at the end of one scene.

Emma Davey acted with feeling in her role of
Shelby, the strong-willed young bride. The way in
which she lost control during a diabetic attack
looked and sounded particularly realistic and
there was also sincerity in her sometimes loving,
sometimes fractious relationship with her mother,
played with understanding by Liz Tomlin.

It was less easy to believe in Clairee, portrayed

Truvy (Felicity Lund) working on M’Lynn
(Liz Tomlin)

by Barbara Saunders. Although she held her
accent well (as did the rest of the cast), she did
not fully project the image of the wealthy, if
unpretentious, leading citizen.

Felicity Lund showed authority as Truvy -
many ways the pivot of the group. Annelle (Sally
Harling) had the right, dowdy appearance when
she was taken on as the new assistant who had

from a disastrous marriage but would
surery have developed her sense of dress and,
more important, of hair style under Truvy’s
guidance.

Susan Sarti maintained Ouiser’s battieaxe
expression and sour outiook right until she
softened, if only slightly and realistically, in the
final, life-affirming scene.
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