








Bletchingley Players Spring Production update 

Bletchingley Players’ Spring production was Natural Causes, a 
highly original black comedy by Eric Chappell . 

Vincent has an unusual occupation: his discovery of an odourless, tasteless, all-natural poison which causes a 
painless suicide has turned him into a professional suicide merchant.  When he is contracted by Walter Bryce, he 
arrives at the Bryces’ country house and mistakenly assumes that his product was intended for Walter’s 
consumption.  It becomes clear that Walter’s wife, Celia, is the client – or is she? Why are all her suicide letters 
typed and unsigned? A counsellor agrees to make a house call on the Bryces but, after talking to Vincent, even his 
faith in this “wonderful world” is shaken.  There are several thwarted attempts to poison various characters 
resulting in multiple poisonings of a rubber plant, and numerous twists in the plot. 

Clive Grieg, in his first production with the Players, reprised the role of Vincent which he had first played several 
years ago.  Clive stepped into the part when the original actor was forced to drop out. His facial expressions were 
particularly good and captured the character well.  Robert Miller gave a convincing portrayal of Walter, while Dave 
Wastell played the part of the counsellor well. 

Newcomer Kate Gledhill proved a welcome addition to the cast, playing the part of Walter’s mistress while Emma 
Davey gave an excellent performance as Celia. 

The play was directed by Felicity Lund. The  Players’ next production will take place from 13th to 15th October. 
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